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Policy on Conduct in the Library 
Bergenfield Public Library 

Approved by Library Board of Trustees November 18, 2010 

In order to create a safe and pleasant environment, conducive to appropriate use of services and 
facilities of the Bergenfield Public Library, the public is required to comply with the following rules for 
 
Conduct in the Library. 
 
1. Participating in any illegal activity on library premises, including buildings and grounds, is 
    prohibited. 
 
2. Users of the library are expected to observe state, county and local guidelines for public 
    health and safety. Conduct that constitutes a public health nuisance or public health hazard 
    is prohibited. 
 
3. Users of the library must respect the rights and privileges of all other users. Any behavior 
    which inhibits or interferes with the use and enjoyment of the library by others and 
    behavior that interferes with library employees in the performance of their duties, is 
    prohibited. 
 
4. Conduct on library premises, including buildings and grounds, must be appropriate for a 
    public institution. Conduct will be regarded as improper if it includes one or more of the 
    following: 
 
a.   Creating a public disturbance, including loud talking, making noise, rude language, 
      running, pushing, fighting, jumping off the “bridge” and skateboarding or riding a bicycle 
      inside the building 
b.   Obscene and/or abusive language 
c.   Mutilating, stealing, damaging or defacing any library property or library materials 
d.   Eating or drinking except at times and in places so designated 
e.   Smoking any substance, striking a match or lighting a lighter in the library building 
f.   Using, distributing or selling any controlled substance 
g.   Intoxication or behavior leading to suspicion of intoxication 
h.   Using any audio or video device, including cell phones and computers, without 
      earphones or in such a way that it might disturb other library users 
i.    Gambling 
j.    Littering 
k.   Blocking or in any way interfering with the free movement of any person or persons, 
      including entering and exiting the building, or with the use of the library building, 
      materials or services 
l.    Rearranging, misusing or relocating any library furniture, or equipment, from one 
      location to another 
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m.  Harassing library users or staff verbally or physically 
n.   Committing an assault, threatening assault or in any way endangering the safety of 
      another person 
o.   Carrying unauthorized weapons of any kind 
p.   Failure to wear proper attire, including shoes and shirt 
q.   Engaging in indecent or obscene conduct or making any indecent exposure of his/her 
      person 
r.    Using computers to display sexually explicit graphics or materials that are obscene, 
       pornographic or harmful to minors 
s.    Entering non-public areas without permission 
t.    Remaining in the building after regular library hours unless so authorized 
 
5. Restrooms must be used for their intended purpose. Restrooms are not intended to be 
     used as a laundry or bathing facility. 
 
6. Animals may not be brought into the building, except to assist a person with a disability or 
    for a library program. 
 
7. Any materials removed from the Library must be checked out in accordance with 
    established procedures. 
 
8. Photographs may not be taken on the library premises without the express permission of 
   library administration and the permission of the library users to be photographed. 
 
9. Children should not be left unattended on library premises. (See Library policy on 
    Unattended Children.) 
 
10. Solicitation on library premises is prohibited unless approved by administration as a library 
      event or fundraiser. 
 
Any patron not abiding by these or other rules and regulations for Conduct in the Library may be 
required to leave the library premises. Library employees are authorized to contact the Bergenfield 
Police to ensure the safety and well-being of other library users and employees and to protect library 
property. 
 
Any patron who violates these rules and regulations for Conduct in the Library may be denied access to 
the library by the Library Director, or may be required to be accompanied by a responsible adult by the 
Library Director in order to use the library. A patron whose privileges have been denied or limited may 
have the decision reviewed by the Library Board of Trustees. 
 

  


